
Federal  Way Public  Schools  

Dear Nautilus Families, 

 

Another great start to the school year.  We had just over 380 scholars show up for Navigator Night.  This is similar to 

last year.  As always, it was a great time!  I sure loved seeing all the smiles on the kids’ faces.    We hope that being 

able to meet the teachers and drop off school supplies and forms before school starts is helpful.  As of today, we have 

552 students enrolled at Nautilus.  Our largest class is third grade where we are at 99 students.  We are up about 50 

kids from last year.  Woo Hoo!   

 

Our staff has been learning about the district’s Strategic Plan.  We are putting together a School Improvement Plan and 

our school goals will be around district Goal 2 – Whole Child:  Thriving, Confident, Responsible Individuals and    

district Goal 4 – Content Area Competence:  Mastery of All Subjects.  We chose these goals based on data that we felt 

needed improvement.   

 

Goal 2:  Last year  we had 55%  of our  scholars attending school 95%  of the time.  Honestly, this is not a good   

statistic.  Although our goal is to reduce this by 15%, we really want all of our scholars to attend 95% of the time.  

This means missing 8 days or less a year.  We can do this!  Since September is Attendance Awareness Month, we 

can’t stress how important it is that your children come to school on time, every day, and stay all day long. 

 

Goal 4:  Last year  we took the Smarter  Balanced Assessment for  the second year .  Although we had some br ight 

spots, we still need to work on helping more scholars achieve standard, especially in the area of Math.  Our SBA 

scores for Spring 2016 were: 
Nautilus K-8 SBAC 2016 

 

 

I am proud of our ELA scores, as we put a great deal of emphasis on Reading last year.  I am also thrilled that our   

Science scores continue to be at the top of the district!  This year, we will try to reduce the percentage of students not 

at standard by 15%. 
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3rd 53.7% 41.7% 63.0% 49.2%   

4th 48.1% 42.1% 35.8% 41.3%   

5th 56.3% 54.4% 29.5% 37.4% 63.3% 52.2% 

6th 47.3% 44.8% 26.3% 30.8%   

7th 52.9% 49.2% 43.7% 33.3%   

8th 68.7% 53.9% 18.7% 34.8% 81.2% 54.3% 



Follow Nautilus on Twitter 

@NautilusK8 
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ALL VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS 

MUST SIGN IN AT THE OFFICE 
For the safety of all children please stop by the school office each time you enter the 

building to sign-in and get a visitor’s name tag.  If you plan on volunteering this year 

or chaperoning a field trip you must have an approved WSP background check on 

file. 

School Reminders... 

Please Call Us!  It is distr ict policy to account for  all absent students each day.  Please call the Nautilus office at 

253-945-3402 to  report an absence or late arrival.  We need to know how many lunches to order each day, so it is 

helpful to know whether to include your child or not.  Also, a safety call will be made for each absent student that we 

have not  received a phone call from a parent/guardian. 

Written Excuses:  If a parent/guardian calls in a student absent, a wr itten excuse is also requested.   Remember  

to ask your doctor or dentist for a note before you leave their office.  If we do not receive a note, the absence or tardy 

will be marked as unexcused.   

What’s the perfect time to arrive at school?  Our  school hours are 8:10 A.M. to 2:40 P.M.  We request that  

students arrive no earlier than 8:05 A.M.  There are no staff members to provide  supervision at that time.  If your 

child is having breakfast at school, breakfast is served from 7:55 – 8:10 AM.   

Student Messages:  We often receive requests to give students messages in class.  When we do this, it inter rupts 

the entire class so we have started a student messenger service.  Messages, forgotten lunches, etc. will be delivered to 

your child’s classroom two times a day, once at 10:45 and then again at 2:15.   

Lunchroom Reminders:  Children love to share or  trade par t of their  lunches with others.  However , many of 

our students have allergies, or parents may not want them to eat something they did not send.  Students also feel that 

sometimes there are “Bad Trades” and then are not happy with what they received.  Please remind them to eat what 

they have brought and not share or trade.  If your child is purchasing lunch remind them that they need to take what 

they  order in the morning.  We sometimes run out of items when a child sees something they want and change their 

minds.  This leaves someone else without.  Also remember that students should not bring glass bottles to school.  

Continued from Page 1 

 

In order to achieve both Goal 2 and Goal 4, we are implementing new things.  First, we are working on Project Based 

Learning (PBL) experiences.  These experiences start with a driving question, have kids deep in research, and end 

with an authentic project with a public presentation.  Second, we are incorporating Science, Technology,               

Engineering, Art and Math (STEAM) into some of our lessons.  We have found that the scholars are engaged and 

learning fantastic   vocabulary from these lessons.  Last, we are slowly becoming a technology demonstration school.  

Thanks to the  passing of the Technology Bond, we will be seeing more technology in Nautilus classrooms.  Talk 

about engagement.  With all three of these, staff are learning right along with the students.  For example, we entered 

the social media world this year – check us out on Twitter at @NautilusK8! 

 

Thank you for all you do to make sure your child is ready to learn every day.  As always, we are committed to the   

success of all scholars and believe that partnering with parents makes all the difference!  You are invited to our 

school any time you can make it.  Come see what is happening.  If you have questions or concerns you are             

encouraged to make contact with your child’s teacher or give the office a call.  Looking forward to a great year! 

 

Proud to be a Navigator! 

Stacy Lucas, Principal 



Watch for this every  

Friday…. 

 

The Nautilus blue folders 

will be sent home every 

Friday.  This will have 

communication from the 

teacher, the office, the 

PTSA and community  

flyers.   

 

Some items may need sig-

natures or completions so 

make sure you look at this 

folder on Fridays and   

return it on Monday’s. 

 

If you have any questions 

please contact your child’s 

classroom teacher. 

Nauti lus  K-8  

Annual Notification of Rights 

 

Under FERPA, a school must annually notify eligible students in attendance of their 

rights under FERPA. The annual notification must include information regarding an 

eligible student's right to inspect and review his or her education records, the right to 

seek to amend the records, the right to consent to disclosure of personally identifiable 

information from the records (except in certain circumstances), and the right to file a 

complaint with the Office regarding an alleged failure by a school to comply with 

FERPA. It must also inform eligible students of the school's definitions of the terms 

"school official" and "legitimate educational interest." 

 

FERPA does not require a school to notify eligible students individually of their rights 

under FERPA. Rather, the school may provide the notice by any means likely to     

inform eligible students of their rights. Thus, the annual notification may be published 

by various means, including any of the following: in a schedule of classes; in a student 

handbook; in a calendar of school events; on the school's website (though this should 

not be the exclusive means of notification); in the student newspaper; and/or posted in 

a central location at the school or various locations throughout the school. Additional-

ly, some schools include their directory information notice as part of the annual notice 

of rights under FERPA. 
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La ley estatal requiere que las escuelas tengan conferencias con las familias de los estudiantes que han tenido: 

  

-2 o más ausencias sin escusa en un mes 

-5 o más ausencias escusadas en un mes o 

-10 o más ausencias escusadas en un año escolar 

  

a menos que la familia ha proveído una noticia o provea una nota del doctor. 

  

Una ausencia es definida como perdiendo más de 30 minutos en un día escolar. En otras palabras, si su estudiante lle-

ga 30 minutes tarde o si se va 30 minutes temprano de la escuela, esto es considerado una ausencia.  

  

La escuela empieza a las 8:10. Es importante que todos los estudiantes están en sus aulas a las 8:05. Estudiantes que 

toman el autobús escolar casi siempre están a tiempo. Si usted maneja su hijo o hija a la escuela, favor de salir tem-

prano, ya que el trafico a Nautilus es despacio. ¡Estamos poniendo mucho esfuerzo para mejorar tardanzas y asistencia 

en la escuela este año!  

Nautilus Attendance Corner... 
The state law now requires schools to conference with families of students who have:  

  

* 2 or more unexcused absences in a month  

* 5 or more excused absences in a month or  

* 10 or more excused absences in a school year  

  

unless the family provides prior written notice or provides a doctor’s note. An absence is defined as missing 

more than 30 minutes of a school day. In other words, if your student arrives 30 minutes late or leaves 30 

minutes early from school, this is considered an absence.  

  

School starts at 8:10.  It is important that all students are in their classrooms at 8:05. Students who ride the 

bus to school are almost always on time. If you drive your child to school, please leave early, as traffic to 

Nautilus is slow. We are working hard to improve tardies and attendance at school this year!  



ENGLISH  

The purpose of our 2016-2017 Rights and Responsibility Scholar and Family Handbook is to ensure that all scholars, 

families, and staff members have critical school and scholars’ rights information. 

 

You can find versions of the handbook in English, Korean, Russian, and Spanish on our website at http://

www.fwps.org/Page/2123 or contact your child’s school to request a hard copy.  Hard copy requests could take up to 

two weeks to receive.   

 

KOREAN 

2016년 8월 29일 

2016-2017 학생 및 가족의 권리와 책임 안내책자의 목적은 모든 학생과 가족, 그리고 교직원들이 학교와 학

생의 권리에 대한 중요한 정보를 갖도록 하는 것입니다. 영어, 한국어, 러시아어 및 스페인어로 된 이 안내

책자는  우리 웹사이트인 http://www.fwps.org/Page/2123 에서 찾으실 수 있으며 혹은 자녀의 학교에 인쇄

된 책자를 요청하실 수도 있습니다. 인쇄된 책자를 받으시려면 2주 정도 걸릴 수 있습니다.   

 

 

RUSSIAN 

Цель руководства “Rights and Responsibility Scholar and Family Handbook” (Руководство о правах и 

обязанностях учащихся и членов семьи) на 2016-2017 школьный учебный год, чтобы все учащиеся, семьи и 

сотрудники знали важную информацию о правах учащихся и школ. 

Вы можете найти руководство на русском языке на веб-сайте школьного округа http://www.fwps.org/Page/2123 
или попросить школу, где учится Ваш ребёнок, предоставить копию на бумаге. Копия на бумаге будет 

предоставлена в течение двух недель после обращения. 

 

SPANISH 

El propósito de nuestro manual de derecho y de la responsabilidad del alumno y de la familia para el año escolar 2016

-2017, es para asegurar que todos los alumnos, familias y miembros del personal tengan información crítica de los 

derechos de la escuela y de el alumno. 

Puede encontrar versiones del manual en inglés, coreano, ruso y español en nuestra página de http://www.fwps.org/

Page/2123 o puede contactar a alguien en la escuela de su hijo y solicitar una copia del manual. Estas solicitudes se 

pueden demorar hasta 2 semanas para recibirlas. 

Afterschool Carpool 

We have a large number of students being picked up 

after school.  Our parking lot has a very limited     

number of parking spots.  The fire department asks 

that you not park in the fire lane or by yellow curbs.  

Therefore, if you want to park, you will either need to 

arrive really  early or you will need to park out in the 

neighborhood and walk in.  Please remember there is 

one long line for pick up and we ask that you patiently 

wait.  We can get all the cars in and out in about 12 

minutes.  Student pick up needs to occur in the main 

parking lot on the East side of the school.  Please do 

not park in the neighborhood near the bus loop (West 

side of school) because the buses cannot get through.  

We greatly appreciate your help with this. 

Wanted…. 

 

Are you cleaning out your child’s 

closet this weekend?  The Nautilus 

health room is in desperate need of 

sweat pants, boy and girl under-

wear and socks.  All sizes from 5—

12.  Thank you in advance for 

thinking of us. 

New from our Family Liaison: 

My name is Anne Marie Tennison and I am the Nautilus 

Family Liaison.  My job is to be here to support you and 

your family with any questions you may have about our 

school.  Do not hesitate to contact me at 253-945-3407  or 

atenniso@fwps.org.  I am looking forward to meeting all 

of you. 
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